
D-Day  commemoration walk 14th June 2014 
 
 

 The day being dry and overcast was just right for walking. About 30 of us started off 
at the Addison’s Arms at 10.10 hours and walked southwards along the Sawtry Road to the 
end of the Village.  There we crossed over the road and walked along a path between some 
crops. In 300 yards we stopped and Peter Hall gave us a talk.  
 
 Towards the end of 1941 a Luftwaffe 17 Dornier Bomber, sometimes referred to as 
the Fleigender Bleistift [the flying pencil], crashed near that point. It was carrying firebombs.  
It had a companion aircraft whose pilot saw the fire and assumed that this first bomber had 
hit an important target so he released 500 fire bombs over the Village. One set alight a 
cottage, most of the rest were collected up by the police/Home Guard.  Two were not 
noticed immediately.  One was lodged in the thatch of Charlie Allett’s cottage, now opposite 
the old telephone kiosk, and when it was seen it was removed by the Home Guard.  The 
other was picked up by Peter, 5 years old at the time, who took it home. His horrified 
Mother told him to take it out into the middle of their lawn and there it was dealt with. 
 
 We then walked back into the Village and up to the top of Mill Hill. Peter Hall again 
talked, added to by memories from John Williams who had now joined the group. 
Apparently a RAF Bristol Blenheim light bomber, again about 1941, circled the Village 
several times and then for no apparent reason plunged nose first into the ground at the end 
of the tarmac road.  It is rumoured that the engines are still buried there but the County 
Council “will not allow excavation as it would damage the tarmac.” The consequential fire 
ball of aviation fuel spread over to Harold Kisby’s cottage and burnt the leg of Harold’s 
daughter who was playing in the garden. 
 
 For the final site we walked along the Denton Track to the dip. There we clambered 
through 2 hedges and along a path, the gaps and the path had specially prepared by Paul 
Williams, and walked to the end of one of the airstrips at the top of the village. Here waiting 
for us, with a display of bomber parts and books under a gazebo, was Gerry Wright who 
comes from Stamford. He and John Williams gave a presentation about the site. John was 
recalling his memories.  Gerry became interested it this particular site at a reunion of the 
USAF 457 bomber group. He then bought books on the subject and then his interest grew to 
exploring the “crash” site. 
 
 Here is some background to the “crash”. Most of the information is taken from a 
book [ISBN 0-8648925-2-9] called Fait Accompli III. Which was compiled by James Bass and 
edited by Craig Harris, about the USAF 457 Bomb Group (H) [AKA the Fireball Outfit]. 
Supplemented by the memories of John Williams. The 457 Group consisted of 748, 749, 750, 
and 751 bombardment squadrons. It was activated on the 1st July 1943 and stayed in the 
UK until June 1945. It was based in Conington but was called Glatton, to save it being 
confused with Conningsby or Honington. The airfield was built by USA engineers and 
designated Station 130.  
 
 On the 5th April 1945 Mission Number 224 was due to bomb factories at Ingolstatut. 
The raid was being led by a B17 called Miss Ida. [The plane was given that name by a Lt. 



Dickinson in honour of his Mother. He was a pilot of one of the original 457 crews.] The 
aircraft was piloted Lt. Snow and in charge was Major Dizier. One of the crew was Captain 
William Meng who was the sole survivor of the “crash”. Miss Ida took off and climbed over 
the trees of Holme Woods and as it did fire came out of number 2 engine.  The pilot carried 
on and tried to carry out an emergency landing but his landing wheels caught a straw stack 
on the edge of the Denton Track and so the landing was irregular and when it hit the ground 
its bomb load exploded causing a crater more than 9 feet deep. There is a famous 
photograph in the Admiral Wells pub in Holme of Sgt. Acker stood in the hole. 
 
 Watching this all happen was the second B17 waiting to take off. It was piloted by 
Lt.  Ed Jackson. In 1984 he came back to the UK with his wife and 4 daughters. He took a taxi 
from the Railway Station but was dropped in Glatton. Ken Clarke who was cutting grass in 
the church yard took him and his family to Conington. 
 
 Another recollection was provided by Peter Bell an ex colleague of Ken Clarke. On 
the 5th April 1945 he was holidaying in Allways in Glatton. In July 2004 he wrote, inter alia,   
“… whilst it was still dark, we were catapulted out of our beds by a massive explosion close 
by, and the whole area was lit by burning fuel.  During the following morning, we learned 
that a fully-laden bomber had crashed soon after take-off into a small rise not far beyond us, 
and that the full bomb load had blown up……….” 
 
Ken Clarke 
June 2014  
 


